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The Political View of King Rama IV on the Institution of Monarchy
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Abstract

The objectives of this study are: (1) to identify and analyze the political view of King Rama IV
on the institution of monarchy; (2) to assess the consequences of the political view of King Rama IV on the
institution of monarchy.

The qualitative research methodology employed in this study entailed an analysis of relevant
historical documents and academic publications as well as in-depth interviews conducted on two experts.
The subsequent analysis was analytical narration.

Based on the study, it was found that (1) there had been a shift in the political view of King
Rama IV on the institution of monarchy; while his former view can be identified with the long held notion
of the monarchial institution as the Deva Raja or Dhamma Raja, the new political view on the royal
institution subscribed by King Rama IV regarded the endorsement by popular consensus as the necessary
condition for the accession to the throne; (2) the consequences of such change in the political view of King
Rama IV on the institution of monarchy was reflected in the ways in which the monarch conducted his
duties and exerted his prerogative as the king: they became more friendly and accessible to his subjects;
the insistence on the royal privilege and the absolute commanding power was replaced by the new
principle which placed the happiness of the general populace in the kingdom above requirements of the
royal prerogative.
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